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In 1971, driving 4 million miles safely seemed
as likely as fl ying to the moon for new hire 
Tom McClain.  

“I remember telling my cousin that I had just 
seen a guy at Roadway that had a million-
mile patch on his jacket. She told me if you 
stay here long enough maybe you’ll get one.”

He stayed, logged the miles, got his patch 
and kept driving, always long-haul routes. 
Eventually he transferred from Akron to 
Toledo, Ohio. 

When Tom surpassed 3 million consecutive 
safe miles, he received a tractor for his 
exclusive use. 

Tom accepted the tractor after some 
deliberation and discussion with his wife. 
“I told CJ, my late wife, ‘I don’t think I’ll take 
that tractor.’ She said, ‘I think you should 
because you deserve it. You earned it.’”

Tom took CJ’s advice. “It gave me great 
pride to go down the road and have my 
name on the side of that tractor.” Now that 
tractor has a new decal – one that refl ects 
his 4-million-mile achievement.

For some, seeing the tractor is not enough. 
“I’ve had people pull into truck stops and 
service plazas and congratulate me. A guy 
that worked for Roadway out of New England 
was coming back from California with his 
wife. They stopped and he said he had 
seen these trucks and read about the drivers. 
But he had never met one. So he and I had 
quite a conversation,” Tom said.

For Tom, there’s more to a tractor with his 
name and safety achievement on the side 
than recognition. 

“I want to set an example. Like for my 
grandkids, my great grandkids. They see 
what you do. A kid sees what you do. 
Your co-workers see what you do. Then 
they see how you live and how you present 
yourself and how you take pride in the 
safety of other people out on the road.”

When we look at Tom, we see his pride 
in his profession and his concern for the 
safety of others. We see why he’s one of 
the safest drivers on the highways.

Tom McClain: Setting an 
example for 4 million miles

Five safety tips 
from Tom McClain
■  Be aware of what you are coming 

up on. If you look far enough ahead, 
you can adjust your speed. 

■  When passing, check your mirrors 
to make sure there’s nobody coming 
up. I always make sure I see the two 
headlights before I go over.

■  Avoid running in a cluster. If you can’t 
get ahead of them, back out and get 
away from them. If you can’t do that, 
pull off in a rest area or service plaza 
and let that bunch of people get 
ahead of you.

■  Do a thorough pretrip. Check the 
wheels, make sure your lights and 
windshield wipers work and your 
tractor and trailer are properly hooked. 

■  Have a positive attitude. Have a clear 
mind and be focused on what is to 
be done. Be well rested. Stop every 
two, two-and-a-half hours and get 
out of the truck. 

Visit destination > green at yrcw.com for more on our sustainability efforts

For the fi fth straight year, YRC Worldwide 
has earned the highest score possible 
for fuel effi ciency and environmental 
performance from the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA). 

As a partner in the EPA’s SmartWay 
Transport program, YRCW sets and 
strives to improve environmental effi ciency 
goals. The EPA evaluates and measures 
every SmartWay partner’s progress toward 
its environmental goals each year.  

The score earned by YRCW represents 
outstanding environmental performance. 
According to the EPA, top-scoring 
SmartWay partners are using most of 
the commercially available fuel-saving 
strategies and are evaluating the latest 
emerging technologies. 

“True to the nature of our critical role 
in the supply chain, the SmartWay 
Partnership enables us to work with 

our vendors and customers to achieve 
reductions in greenhouse gas emissions,” 
said Mike Kelley, chief sustainability 
offi cer for YRCW. 

Companies that earn the highest 
SmartWay ranking are recognized 
leaders in environmental achievement.

“YRC Worldwide understands that its 
investment in sustainability benefi ts 
all stakeholders, including employees, 
customers, business partners and the 
communities in which it operates,” said 
Andrew Savitz, an internationally known 
expert in corporate social responsibility 
and environmental sustainability. 

YRCW joined SmartWay in 2004 when 
the EPA launched the program to 
address the environmental and economic 
challenges in the freight industry. 
Companies that join the program commit 
to reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

Greener operations earn EPA honor

destination > green

Only qualifying SmartWay partners may 
display the SmartWay Transport Partner logo, 
EPA’s symbol for superior fuel effi ciency and 
environmental performance.

Driver recognition 
program announced
YRC recently announced a 
recognition program for its safest 
drivers. City drivers achieving 
2 million miles and linehaul drivers 
achieving 3 million miles of accident-
free driving will be assigned a tractor 
personalized with their name and 
achievement. The tractor will be 
theirs to use while performing daily 
job duties. Program details and rules 
have been sent to all service center 
managers. Contact your manager 
for more information.

Great-grandsons 
Jacob (left) and 
Jeffrey posed for 
a photo with Tom 
at his 4-million-
mile celebration.


